Adjuncts to taxis in strangulated hernias rather belie their name, for it is rare that they really help to bring about the return of the contents. If the patient is given a hot bath, taxis should certainly not be begun while the sufferer is still in the water, but he should be removed from the bath and placed between hot blankets for at least ten minutes before the pressure is applied. Again, if opium is administered it is well to allow it to have its. full effect before the attempt to return the bowel is made. It will thus be seen that these so-called adjuncts tend in the main to delay, and do not markedly aid the liberation of the imprisoned intestine.
